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U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

LABORATORY METHODS
CBPL METHOD 42-10

Guidelines for Verification of

Visa Weight (“Net-Net”) of Textile Importations

SAFETY STATEMENT

This CBPL Method cannot fully address safety issues that may arise from its use.  The analyst is responsible for assessing potential safety issues associated with a given method at its point of use.

Before using this method, the analyst will consider all general laboratory safety precautions.  In particular, the analyst will identify and implement suitable health and safety measures and will comply with all pertinent regulations.
METHOD UNCERTAINTY

The uncertainty of measurement for this method is specific to each laboratory.

0.

SCOPE AND FIELD OF 




APPLICATION
Limits, on occasion, are imposed on the quantity of certain goods that can be imported from a given country.  Those limits are controlled by a system of visas.  For certain textile products visas specify weight limits, and affected products are subject to weight verification to ensure compliance with visa terms.

In most cases, visa-related weights will be determined at ports of entry.  Only when there are weight discrepancies will the service area U.S. Customs Laboratory become involved.

This method sets forth guidelines for obtaining accurate weights of textile products covered by Chapter 42 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS), when it is necessary to confirm visa weights.
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2.

DEFINITION

2.1

“Net-net” weight:  The “net-net” weight of a garment or article is the weight of the item as worn or as used.

3.

BACKGROUND

3.1

In all cases, the visa weight shall be verified by taking the “net-net” weight of the commodity.

3.2

Packaging materials, such as plastic wrappers, tissue paper, cardboard, pins, and hangtags, are not to be included in “net-net” weight determinations.

3.3

Some attachments, when classifiable as part of the whole article, are to be included in the weight, whether they are made of textile, other materials, or a combination thereof.  Refer to 1.1 and 1.2 for further details.

4.

WEIGHT VERIFICATION 




PROCEDURE

4.1

Weigh the samples (direct weight).  Follow any instructions received from the submitting officer.  Maintain the order of any samples grouped by size, fiber content, or other characteristic.  For an explanation of sample grouping, see 1.1 and 1.2.

END







